[bookmark: _GoBack]The World Society of Victimology (WSV) is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental organisation whose members share a mutual concern for victims. Its purpose is to advance victimological research and practices around the world; to encourage interdisciplinary and comparative work and research in this field, and to advance cooperation between international, national, regional and local agencies and other groups who are concerned with the problems of victims.
Some members of the WSV study victims, the causes of victimisation and victims’ responses to victimisation as well as study the effects of victimisation.  Some members of the WSV work with other key stakeholders to address the high rates of criminal victimization throughout the world. Some are engaged in victim-assistance programmes for people who have suffered harm resulting from human acts or omissions, and/or natural phenomena such as floods and earth-quakes.
The WSV asserts that victimisation can also result from socio-economic conditions.  Furthermore, tackling such socio-economic conditions requires partnerships between government and civil society, including not-for-profit organizations (e.g. the WSV), research institutions (e.g. Tilburg University’s INTERVICT and Tokiwa University’s TIVI), academics, practitioners and volunteers.
The WSV proposes that governments and civil society should collaborate to build capacity within member-states to develop victim assistance programmes, to sustain existing victim assistance programmes and to expand such programmes that are effective and efficient, and proven to improve outcomes for victims impacted by socio-economic conditions.
Such capacity will depend on, among other factors, the preparedness of government agencies and non-government organisations to cooperate and coordinate services to victims. The over-arching aim of such cooperation and coordination should be victims’ right to fair, just and equitable access to assistance and services that empower them.
Advocacy is critical, so the WSV calls on leaders in government and civil society to generate the necessary political support and investment to ensure those tasked to help victims do so in accordance with their obligations; for example, making certain the assistance and services available to victims are accessible as and when victims’ need them. The WSV as well calls on the world’s leaders to reinforce their commitment to victims’ rights (such as the Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power), which should be understood as human rights. 
The WSV further asserts that governments should build capacity among civil society organisations dealing with victims because these organisations play a major role in delivering practical, material, medical and other assistance victims.
The WSV shares the Commission for Social Development’s desire to achieve a global society in which ameliorating the socio-economic factors associated with victimisation is prioritised and the rights and needs of victims are acknowledged and effectively addressed.
