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Mito, the 7th of June 2011

         

Agenda of the Meeting EC 2011.1

The Meeting 2011.1 of the WSV Executive Committee took place on May 21 and 22, 2011 in the Congress center Leuwenhorst in Noordwijkerhout, Netherlands. 


Begin: 	Saturday, May 21, 2011 at 10.00. 
Room:	Meeting Room Cambridge 27 .

       

1.	Opening Remark of the President 

The President opens the meeting at 10.30.
The time from 10.00 to 10.30 was spent mainly with trying to establish a skype contact to the members who could not attend the meeting in  person. However, due to then technical difficulties (that could not overcome by the specially hired technician of the conference center), the Skype connection did not function. Several attempts to establish this connection during the meeting failed. 
     
b. Members present and members absent. 
	
John Dussich, USA – Japan
Sam Garkawe, Australia
Marc Groenhuijsen, Netherlands
Gerd Ferdinand Kirchhoff, Germany – Japan
Hidemichi Morosawa, Japan 
Michael O’Connell, Australia
Robert Peacock, South Africa 
Annette Pearson, Colombia

Skype Presence (though only short time since connection was too bad):
Maria de la Luz, Mexico
Paul C. Friday, USA

Absence announced: 
K. Chockalingam, India – Japan, 
Dawei Wang, Peoples’ Republic of China
Vesna Ristanovic Nikolic , Serbia
Heru Susetyo, Indonesia
Frans Willem Winkel, Netherlands


c. Quorum.
The Secretary General states that there is the necessary quorum.
 	
d. Agenda of the Meeting.
The EC accepts the agenda of the meeting which was suggested by the Secretary General after giving each EC member the opportunity for input. 
The EC decides to proceed according to this agenda:
Item 1 to 3 are already dealt with. 

4.	Record of the last EC meeting:  
The EC members have received the draft of the record of the EC 2010.1 from the Secretary General. They have not made any suggestion for change. The minutes are therefore accepted. 

5.	Report of the President 
- September: wrote a letter to the new director of UNODC, Mr. Yury Fedotov from Russia, congratulating him with his appointment and asking his attention for victims' issues.
- Autumn: exchanges with IOVA Board of Directors, informing them that I have to step back from this body for the reasons we discussed during our previous EC-meeting
- October 5-8: visit Victim Support Scotland Annual Conference. Represented WSV and lectured on our Draft UN Convention for victims' Rights
- October 20: visit War Trauma Foundation (Dutch Branch), to promote WSV and explore possible opportunities for mutual cooperation
- November 2: attended seminar on interpersonal violence as special guest in my capacity as President of WSV - discussions with Murray Straus (keynote speaker at previous WSV Symposium
- November 12: acted as liaison between WSV and Victim Support Europe in an Expert Group Meeting in Vienna
- November 16-20: attended ASC Annual Conference in San Francisco. Held a panel with John Dussich about our Draft UN Convention
- January 14-17: attended First International Conference of the South Asian Society for Criminology and Victimology, Jaipur, India. Lectured on role of WSV and gave special keynote on Draft UN Convention. Visit was also intended as fact finding mission about the credibility of this relatively new organization. (The President found no overlap between the Indian Society of Victimology and this new society.)
- Throughout the year many telephone calls with the Secretary-General to coordinate work.
March 30, all day personal meeting with Secretary General in Tilburg to discuss progress and plan for next EC
meeting
- April 11-13: Crime Commission meeting in Vienna. John Dussich and I represented WSV. John wrote nice message, which I delivered to the plenary after John's departure. I had a personal meeting with Mr. Yuri Fedotov, asking for continued attention for victims' issues. This is kind of special: we were never able to get close to his predecessor: the Italian Mr. Costa
- Since early 2011, I attended the meetings of the Organizing Committee for the 14th International Symposium in 2012 as representative of the EC. Reported back to the Secretary-General.
- Monitored progress reports by the new Committee on Membership and Developmental Enhancement; and by the Committee on Standards and Norms
- Acted as representative of the WSV in the Board of Directors of the International Society of Criminology
Respectfully submitted, 

Marc Groenhuijsen
President

6. Report of the Secretary General 

The Secretary General apologizes for not having the report ready in writing - he will do this after the meeting to include the discussions of his report.

7.	Report of the Treasurer
	Including a report on the development of the Tax Exempt- Status in Germany

The EC regrets that the Treasurer is unable to attend this meeting due to health problems. It receives the excel file the Treasurer sent to this EC meeting. It would like to have an overview on the number of members and the number of members who are paid up.
The Secretary General explains that he helped the Treasurer in interactions with the tax consultant. The tax consultant is Mr. Altwicker, Neusser Strasse 256, Moenchengladbach. This man is a sworn expert who has taken it on his oath to honestly and completely check the books of (in our case) WSV and to testify to the German tax authorities that income and expenses are properly recorded and documented and that the business is done under the purpose of the Basic Charter of Incorporation. That includes that the tax consultant has to see each and every documentation for each and every expenses. The Treasurer has sent the documentation to Mr. Altwicker. The Secretary General was able to explain all necessary  movements of moneys of the German account of WSV while there were still a couple of questions that the treasurer is asked to answer. The Secretary General has translated all interactions between the tax consultant and himself and sent these translations with the original emails to the Treasurer so that the Treasurer is informed about the necessary information he is requested to give to the consultant. He consultant is able to interact in English directly with the Treasurer.    
The Executive Committee interprets the documentation provided by the Treasurer. There are very few expenses so that the society has a remarkable saving accumulated. The Secretary General informs the EC that in principle it is not permitted for a tax exempt society to accumulate such savings - the money must be spent for purposes described in the Basic Charter of Incorporation. He suggests that the EC develops a plan how to spend the money accumulated - since our tax exempt status is endangered if we do not do so.
As to the documentation of the Treasurer, the EC states that it needs an explaining text in ordinary language (understandable for non-experts in financial matters as most EC members consider themselves to be) so that EC members can understand what income WSV has annually and from where this income comes. Beyond the  numbers reported, the EC wants to know how many members are in good standing and how many members have failed to pay their dues. The Secretary General explains that according to the Basic Charter, there is a contract between the members and the society: a member “offers” its membership and the President (this right is delegated to the Treasurer) accepts the membership. This concludes the contract. According to the contract, the member is obliged to pay the dues (as long as the contract is valid!). This obligation ends until the member terminates the contract. It is legally erroneous that members “buy” a years’ membership and that they “renew” their membership by paying another amount as dues. This is why the BCI says that upon three years of failing to pay the membership dues, the membership ends automatically. 
In this context the EC tries to find an answer how to spend the money accumulated. The Secretary General informs the EC that the spending plan has to include all the moneys of WSV, not only - as some members maintain - the annual income. The legal situation is such that WSV is very limited in its capacity to save money and to be tax exempt. The tax consultant was not very precise as to how much savings were accepted by the tax authorities - such an information cannot be given generally but depends on the circumstances of the non-profit organization con concerned. In principle all the money must be spend for tax exempt purposes in a foreseeable time period. 
The Secretary General suggests that the EC determines general areas for which the accumulated money might be spent. He suggests that the organize of the symposium should be given a certain amount to sponsor needy persons who want to attend the symposium. Often a waiver of the fees would help interested people to attend - and WSV should create such grants. Such grants should be created for the Postgraduate Courses of Victimology in Dubrovnik, in Mito and in Johannesburg. A major part should be reserved for the UN Representation in Vienna, New York and Geneva as the UN Liaison Committee will hold it necessary. He suggests that Treasurer and Secretary General should be given a fixed sum every year to hire secretarial help. The EC decides that these suggestions are helpful and that details will be determined at the end of the meeting under “Any other business” to create time for the EC members to consider and modify these new suggestions.

Agenda Item 14

The EC receives the representative of the organizing Committee of he 14th International Symposium on Victimology. These are
	Mr. Victor Jammers, Victim Support Europe
Prof. Dr. Rianne Letschert, Intervict Tilburg NL
	Prof. Dr. Ivo  Aertsen, Institute of Criminology Uni Leuven 

The presentation of the Organizing Committee is discussed by the executive Committee. The record of this meeting lists the main points of the discussion - itms are not decisions of the EC but suggestions that habve been discussed. 

It is not yet decided where exactly the 14th Symposium will be held. The Organizing Committee has the means to rent the Leuwenhorst  - it would prefer however to convene the 14th Symposium in Den Haag in the Congress center. If the Organizing Committee is able to secure a sizeable grant from potential donors (e.g. City of Den Haag) then the Congress center in Den Haag can be rented. The decision of the City of Den Haag is still not made. The OC will wait for fourteen more days - then the decision will definitely be the “Leuwenhorst”. 

The EC welcomes that there will be a shuttle service every hour from Schiphol, the central Dutch airport Amsterdam, to the site of the symposium, be it Nordwijkerhout or Den Haag. It emphasizes that such a shuttle service is needed - this Leuwenhorst is difficult to find from Schiphol for foreigners. There will be evening shuttles between Nordwijkerhout and Leiden  

The EC emphasizes that it wants to see translation service for the Spanish speaking participants./ Of course that is a matter of funding.

The EC agrees that the OC wants to abolish without replacement the International Advisory Board o the Symposium.

The EC discusses the number of key note speeches. In general, it is in favor of limiting the number o key notes. Key notes should be not longer than 30 minutes. The two thirds of the available time in the symposium should be spent for Parallel Sessions, 1/3 for Plenary Sessions (key notes).  

There is the suggestion that the begin of the daily events during the symposium is 8.30. 

The EC accepts the suggestion that the symposium will last only 4 days (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday) - Friday is not a day of the symposium. There are mainly financial reasons which the EC cannot evaluate.

The EC discusses problems of Quality Control. The final rejection of a paper should be done by the WSV.

The EC welcomes the suggestions of key note speakers and Rapporteur General. It discusses the possibility of having a “Symposium Newsletter” that summarizes the events of the day, It looks into the possibility of using the website as a connection between Symposium, WSV members and participants.  

The EC regrets that there is no Students’ Course in connection with the symposium. The Secretary General gives a short history of the courses for students and practitioners, from Rio de Janeiro to Stellenbosch and to Mito. 

At the end of the discussion, the contract between Organizing Committee and World Society of Victimology is signed. The signature of Paul C. Friday will be acquired later.

The President expresses the appreciation of the Executive Committee for the work of the Organizing Committee and points out why the situation is so difficult to master. He expresses the conviction of the EC that the Organizing Committee deserves the gratitude of the World Society of Victimology to take on the enormous work of preparing and running this 14rth Symposium.

	8..	Report of the UN Liaison Committee John Dussich
a.	UN Convention and the Representation of the WSV in Vienna 
			together with Marc Groenhuijsen
	
b. 	Representation of WSV in Geneva
   		together with Marc Groenhuijsen and Sam Garkawe

c.	Report on the Consultative Status with the UN in General
	
John Dussich summarizes his report about the activities of the UN Liaison Committee. He gives a detailed analysis of the international scene, from the rather small progresses in Salvador, Brazil to the Crime Commission Session in March 2011. While the rallying work on the Convention is still very important, there is no government that is willing to come forward and to support the Convention. Therefore the UN Liaison Committee asks the EC to agree on a change of directions: WSV must seek the support and the cooperation of other NGOs who are active in the different centers of the UN work, in Vienna, Geneva and New York. That means striving for mutual support and for mutual cooperation. John Dussich explains that each headquarter of the UN has its special culture - there is no way that WSV can be successful alone. It must strive for mutual support of the many NGOs in consultative status with the ECOSOC including the tremendously active and diversified field of Human Rights. The EC agrees.

The EC accepts gratefully the detailed report and recognizes the excellent work of the Un Liaison Committee.  It takes special notice of Appendix A “Contribution by the World Society of Victimology” on the Occasion of the 190th Commission Session, 2010 and of Appendix B: General Statement on Victims of Crime with Special Emphasis on Child Victims of Pornography, Victims of Human Trafficking and Victims of Torture” on the Occasion of the 20th Session of the Commission n Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. It concurs with the President’s suggestion to delete item 1.1.2 of the report since the Secretary General has fully explained the details of John Dussich’s misunderstanding of the issue. 
John Dussich thanks the Secretary General for his support in the matter of the accreditation of the delegates in Vienna. He adds that WSV should consider to create a Victim Right Working Group to create strategies how to pursue the goals for the different UN sites, to make relationships to NGOs who work in the same direction as WSV.
   
The EC discusses in detail aspects of the future work. 
The HUMAN Rights Council is the successor of the Human Rights Committee. This Committee was so politicized that it lost its reputation. The result of the change is not encouraging.
There is a suggestion to conduct a site visit to Geneva during the sessions of the Human Rights Council and to contact Anna Del Frate. But it would be unwise to use Anna al Fratte as an informant about the work of the HRC - she has explained that she is more interested in concrete projects to work on. What this means, has to be explored. A visit in Geneva would be needed to find out what kind of forces from down to top are building up - there is the impression that NGOs in Genève play a much more influential role than in Vienna. 
The President mentions a conference that took place in the Dutch Ministry of Justice together with people of the Human Rights Department and with Ministry of Foreign Affairs - this seems to be an avenue that promises more success than the Vienna scene - here WSV ran always into concrete blocks.
Other members share that they got “more mileage” by the Human Rights track than by the Justice dimension.
The President points out that the Vienna site nevertheless is very important. The activities of the UNODC are listed on the website - victims are missing there. The UNODC became resistant when WSV linked its activities too close to the convention - but it should be possible to get on this website list. The President considers to ask the resident representatives in Vienna who are familiar with the internal operation of the UNODC. 

All in all, the EC acknowledges an extensive informative report of the UN Liaison Committee that explores new avenues. The discussion enriched the search for strategies. 

9.		Report on Membership and Developmental Enhancement 	
Chair Robert Peacock

The Committee Chair delivered a report describing the work of the Committee. The Committee includes fifteen members for purposes of local representation. The Committee wants to focus on the regional context and on context specific victimizations.

The Committee is critical as to the text of the brochure. It stresses that WSV needs a new text for the brochure and offers cooperation in redrafting the text. After the urgently needed English text, the Committee will work on text in different languages. The Chair explains to the EC that there are many states which have never been involved in he work of WSV. As an example for the potentials he points out that the African Postgraduate Courses on Victimology had 45 different countries involved.

Annette Pearson develops the idea of a special service to WSV members in Latin America - obviously such a special service is needed when we want to break through the language barrier. She gives a demonstration what regional orientation might mean - a Spanish Newsletter. Taking the example of Gustavo Corte’s “Human Security and Social Development”, she points out to the need to connect people who say what happens in the country and who transform that into a newsletter. 
She points out that the website is out of date: She knows of members who have paid their dues, who have sent a copy of the WSV member certificate they got from the Treasurer but who nevertheless not listed in the Membership Directory. She urges WSV to look into this problem and to find the explanation of these shortcomings.
What are the impediments to a more extended growth of membership in Latin America? Annette lists 
a. the payment process. People in South America often cannot pay per credit card. Bank transfers are too expensive. There is the possibility that EC members in the region furnish their credit card number to the Treasurer. If they have collected cash  membership fees from members, they can inform the Treasurer who then charges the credit card with a certain amount equivalent to the cash the EC member has received already. That is a speedy process - John Dussich has exercised it since years. He will write a memo to the EC members how this procedure functions.
b. information in English. People in South America do not use this language, they need information in Spanish. WSV must be aware that the language is a severe impediment even if we translate the website into Spanish. This project, a Spanish translation, must be started.
c. unreliable mail systems. Mail in many South American countries is a lottery system, it is extremely unreliable.
d. Pre-symposia Meetings: such meetings could bring together regionally interested people. She challenges the Committee to find out whether there are people who are interested to do minimal activities to promote the issues of WSV. 

At the end of the discussion the President compliments the Committee for the work done. The website must be updated. Spelling mistakes must be corrected. 
Most members become members in “face to face” - contacts. Therefore the solution of the payment problem is so important. A solution must be found to retrieve the “lost members”. 
	
10.		Report of the Committee on Standard and Norms
		Secretary General, Mike O’Connell and Sam Garkawe
		
Michael O’Connel introduces the Strategic Plan to the EC. The EC decides that it will look into the Strategic Plan after having discussed the Draft of the Secretary General for the Basic Charter of Incorporation. 
 	
Draft 2011 Basic Charter of Incorporation

The Secretary General reports: 

The last legally valid version of the Basic Charter of Incorporation is from 1994. The Secretary General got the text from the WSV-Book which he edited in 1996. Under various Presidents and Secretary Generals, members even voted on changes in the Basic Charter of Incorporation. But all these changes were invalid: they were not registered with the court. The Secretary General has spent long discussions with the legal advisor of the World Society, Notar Dr. Neuhausen in Moenchengladbach. The Notar and he concluded: the only way out of the confusion is to draft a new Charter of Incorporation and to let the members vote on it. Then after the vote on the BCI, the new Charter can be registered. Then new elections can be organized according to the new BCI. WSBV is under extreme time pressure to finish the work. The Secretary General and the President are ready to work on this problem with high priority. 
The EC members have in front of them a synopsis. On its left side, there is the 1994 text of the BCI. On the right side, there is the text of the new BCI called here “new text”. 
The Executive Committee has discussed every sentence of the draft. It has suggested changes. These changes are given in the text in bold letters. 

	§ 1 Name, Legal Form, Seat 
1. The name of the Society is “World Society of Victimology” e. V.
2. The Society is listed as a legally competent organization in the Corporations Register in Moenchengladbach, Germany.
3. The legal locality of the Society is Moenchengladbach. 
4. The business year coincides with the calendar year. 
5. The business language is English.


	

	§ 2 Purpose and Task of the Society
1. The Society exclusively and directly follows the common and scientific aims according to the chapters on tax privilege aims of the German Tax Law.
2. Tasks of the Society 
a) The Society advances victimological research, knowledge and practices in the entire world.
b) The Society encourages interdisciplinary and comparative work and research in victimology and victim assistance   
c.) The Society advances cooperation of international, national, regional and local agencies and work groups who are concerned with the problems of victims in the entire world. 
d.)The Society provides International Symposiums for Victimology ordinarily every three years. These events serve  as a forum for international scholars, practitioners, and students.
e) 	e.) The Society can undertake other activities that promote the purposes of the society including various publications, e.g. the “Victimologist” or the website of the World Society of Victimology.   
	f.) The Society encourages and facilitates cooperation between victimologists throughout the world so as to initiate and maintain an active exchange of ideas.

3. The World Society of Victimology may give or receive financial supports, scholarships, or grants.
	

	


	§ 3 	Unselfishness
. 1. The Society is active in altruistic endeavors.

2. 	In the first place it does not pursue profitable purposes. It may not give benefits which are unknown to the purpose of the corporation, nor favors which are not equitable.
3. 	Resources of the Society may only be used in accordance with this Basic Statue of Incorporation: The members may not receive dividends nor other profits from Society sources. This does not exclude reimbursement for justified expenses on decision of the EC. 
4. 	By dissolving the Society or by abolition of its purpose, the capital of the Society will go its legal successor, and if there is no such successor, to the International Red Cross whose main office is in Geneva and who will use the capital directly and only for charitable purposes.
		

	

	§ 4 	Members

1. Members in the World Society of Victimology may be persons and corporations who are devoted to the study of Victimology and to the improvement of the plight of victims. Members may be researchers and academics, students, legal persons, volunteers, lay persons, practitioners and others.
2.The membership of natural persons is acquired according to the following options: 
The member can become an active personal member, a student member, an honorary member, or a life-time member. Further regulations will be decided by the Executive Committee. 
3.Corporate Membership can be generated from local, regional, national or international organizations which are dedicated to the improvement of the  of the plight of victims, research, education and the provision of ser-vices for victims.
	 

	

	§ 5 	Membership
1. 	The membership is developed through admission in the Society upon written application.  The admission may be accepted by the President or its delegate.
2. 	No qualified applicant may be refused membership due to ethnic origin, race, creed, political or sexual orientation, gender, or religion.
3.  	Membership ends 
a) upon written resignation of the member effective at the end of the business year,
b) upon death, 
c) automatically upon nonpayment of dues for three consecutive years,
d) when the organization as a corporative membership is dissolved.



4. 	Membership dues are determined by the Executive Committee. 
5. 	The rights of membership including the right to vote may be exercised only on payment of dues (members in good standing).



	

	§ 6 The Bodies of the Membership
l.        The highest body of the Society is the General Membership. It consists of all members of WSV.
2. 	In its place stands the Assembly (Membership Meeting) which is made up of all the "members in good standing" who assemble and express their will at the call of the President.
3. 	The Executive Committee is the leading authority of the Society and carries out all decisions under the mandate of the General Membership.


	

	§ 7        The Assembly
1.        The Assembly (Membership Meeting) assembles during each of the Symposia. 
2. 	The Assembly (Membership Meeting) is regularly called by written notice, for example through notice of a symposium where the place, the time and the agenda of the membership meeting is given. Notifications will be made at least three months before the meeting date (by postal means, email or website).
The notice may be made through the newsletter “The Victimologist” or through the website of the society. . 
3.        The Assembly makes decisions about the three year's report of the president.  
4.	The Assembly comments on the general directions of the work of the Society and gives recommendations to the Executive Committee.
5.	At the Assembly decisions may be made without regard to the number of attending members. Decisions may be made by a majority of members present and voting.
6. 	An Assembly must be called by the Secretary General when 45% of the members give written notice which states the purpose and the need of a meeting.
7.       The results of Assembly are stated in a protocol, signed by the Secretary General.


	

	§ 8  The General Membership
1.      The expression of will by the General Membership may only be made through mail balloting. 
2.	The decision to go to a mail ballot has to be given to the members in writing in any form, example given by “The “Victimologist” or by the website. 
3.     The items to be voted on will be announced in ballot form.
4.	If the Basic Charter of Incorporation is to be changed and if elections to the Executive Committee must be made, such decisions are made only via mail ballot.

5. 	The General Membership is able to make decisions without regard to the number of returning votes. For changes in the Basic Charter of Incorporation a majority of 2/3 of the received votes are needed, in all other cases the simple majority of the returned ballots is sufficient.
6.  	The results of the mail ballots will be announced in any suitable form.    



	

	§ 9  The Executive Committee

1. 	The Executive Committee is the governing body of the Society. It shall be composed of individual members of the Society and shall consist of 12 elected persons and three coopted persons. 
2.  	President and Secretary General represent the Society legally (civil law, § 26 BGB).
3. 	After each election, the Executive Committee will meet and elect Executive Committee Members to the following offices:
a) President
b) two Vice President
c) Treasurer
d) Secretary General
5. 	1/2 of the Executive Committee members are elected on a rotating basis. 
The EC determines the details of the rotation. Each member remains on the Executive Committee for six years. 
6. 	One successive re-election to the EC is possible

7. 	An EC quorum is seven elected members.

8. 	Elections to the Executive Committee are done through a mail ballot. The Secretary General organizes the elections upon authorization from the President. Elections to the EC can be performed only by a written mail ballot. Members in good standing vote by filling out a mail ballot and send their votes to the designated certified Notar. The Notar produces a count of the vote and informs President and Secretary General of the result.  The results of the elections are published for members only.


	

	10 Office Holders

1 .	The President represents the Society in all contacts with all other organizations. He or she chairs each meeting of the Executive Committee and of the General Assembly. He or she appoints persons to serve on various committees. 

2.  In the event of absence, a Vice President acts on behalf of the President.

3. 	The Treasurer is in charge of the Society's financial activities, and annually reports to the Executive Committee and to the members on the status of administrative expenses, and also recommends improvements in financial matters.

4.	 The Secretary General is the principal administrator of the Society. He or she takes the minutes (protocol) at the General Assembly and at Executive Committee Meetings, for which he or she signs. He or she carries out the decisions of the Executive Committee. He or she supervises the written mail ballots. In the absence of the Secretary General another member of the Executive Committee may serve as a temporary substitute (with the exception of the President). The Secretary General suggests the agenda of the EC meetings in consultation with the president and prepares and signs its minutes. 


	

	§ 11 Committees
1. 1.        The Executive Committee can name working committees when it sees the need  of  it. 
2.  The President will appoint the members and the chairpersons of such committees. 


	

	§ 12 The International Symposium

1. 1,. The Society carries out the series  of  International Symposiums of  Victimology (§ 2d). 

2. The location of the Symposia will be decided upon by the Executive Committee with recommendations from the Members.  Further details are decided by the Executive Committee.



	

	§ 13 	Awards    
The Society presents these awards
a. The Hans von Hentig Award
b. The Beniamin Mendelsohn Young Scholar Award
c. Certificates of Appreciation
d. Honorary Membership.

Ad a:  
Ad a) The Hans von Hentig Award.
This award is presented in remembrance of the famous pioneer of Victimology, Hans von Hentig. It is ordinarily presented every 3 years to a person, who has made a significant contribution in the field of Victimology. 

Ad b: The Beniamin  Mendelsohn Young Victimologist  Award 	
This award is presented in remembrance to the famous pioneer of Victimology, Beniamin Mendelsohn, to a young victimologist who has made promising contributions to victimology.

Ad c: Certificate of Appreciation.
This award will be presented to deserving individuals to recognize major accomplishments and/or special events significant to the field of Victimology.  

Ad d:  Honorary Members:
The Honorary Membership is awarded to an individual, to honor his or her progress and also significant accomplishment in the victimological field. The Honorary Membership is decided by the Executive Committee and is awarded by the President or Secretary General. The Honorary Membership can be given as the Executive Committee finds the need for it. Nominations for this award must be given in written form from members of the Society to the President.

More detailed rules are given by the Executive Committee. 


	

	§ 14 Publications

1.       The World Society of Victimology may publish a newsletter (currently “The Victimologist”), a website and     
         similar suitable products like a membership directory. 
2.       The Society may aid or carry out research and publish other publications as it finds appropriate to its  
         goals.



	

	15. Final Statement

The Society was founded in Münster, Westphalia, Germany, September 8, 1979. The current version of the Basic Charter of Incorporation is registered under VR 2230 - World Society of Victimology – Amtsgericht Moenchengladbach 41601 Moenchengladbach, Germany. Updates of this Basic Charter are valid after they have been registered through the competent Notar.

The Secretary General is responsible to have this Basic Charter of Incorporation translated into the into the legally correct German. 
Signature of President		
Signature of Secretary General

Date of Signature


	


       
This text will be sent to the members to have a vote on it. Then the BCI will be registered with the Court in Moenchengladbach. Then, on the basis of this BCI, the elections to the Executive Committee will be performed. 

The Executive Committee acknowledges the responsible work o the Secretary General. 
		
11.  Report on the Website and on the “Victimologist”
    Chair of Communication Michael O’Connell 
    Michael O’Connell summarizes the activities of the website. The website is moved to another 
    provider. He explains the advantages of the move. The discussion on the “Victimologist” reveals that some members of the EC never received a copy of the Victimologist nor a notification that new issues are available. 
Annette Pearson points out that the email address collection of the WSV (in the Membership Directory on the website) must be updated. She offers help in locating the correct addresses of members in South America.  
 
    EC members discuss the details. 

12.  Report on International Relationships
     a..	European Society for Traumatic Stress Studies ESTSS
	Is already dealt with in the Report of the Secretary General.
     b.	Report on the Relationship to the Coalition for the International Criminal Court CICC
 	is already dealt with in the report of the Secretary General
     c.  Information on the Contacts with the International Association of Cruise Victims 
        The Executive Committee receives the report of John Dussich on his contacts with the
        IACV. The Executive Committee supports the concern of the association to alleviate the
plight of victims on cruise ships. It requests from the Chair of the UN Liaison Committee to continue in his successful efforts of networking with other NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC UN. 
The EC discusses what it means that IACV wants WSV to join its activities. There are voices who want to restrict the support of WSV for this group exclusively to protecting victims on sea. The EC understands that this group wants to have the support of WSV. The Executive Committee supports the IACV in its campaign to get the IMO adopt special new safety provisions on behalf of cruise passengers. 
  

13.	Situation of the Archive of the Society

The Secretary General informs: the Archive of the Federal Republic of Germany is no longer available as a repository for the documents of the WSV. The challenges the Executive Committee to seriously look into this problem. All the letters and other documents to the World Society of Victimology will be lost if there is not a central place where the former officers can deposit the documents. It would be natural to have one of the Institutes serve as a repository, however, Tilburg University prohibits the creation of such a possibility. 
The Executive Committee members discuss various possibilities. John Dussich promised to explore the possibilities at TIVI.   

14.		Report on the State of Preparations by the Organizing Committee of the			14th International Symposium on Victimology 
 	President Groenhuijsen  
 	Contract between WSV and Consortium   
    Discussion and Decision on Key Note Speakers. 

15. International Perspectives on Victimology as Membership Publication. 

The Editor in Chief of the “International Perspectives of Victimology” offers to WSV that the online journal will be the official membership journal of the World Society of Victimology. The written report explaining this offer, is attached to these minutes. The President acknowledges the generous offer and opens the discussion.
The Secretary General expresses his joy that the members will be able to order this online journal for a very favorable price of 30 dollars per year. Other members express hat this offer is coherent with the WSV goals. There is some discussion what it means that this journal is to be the official membership journal. Executive Committee members ex press their concern: they would not like the members of WSV be “obliged” to take advantage of the offer. As long as the journal is an optional service for the members, as long they do not see any conflict.
The discussion raises various issues. The Executive Committee request that Editor in Chief, President and Secretary General discuss the proposal and report to the next EC.       
  
			 

16.	New Edition of the Brochure for the 2012 Symposium 
The President explains how the current version of the brochure was produced by Intervict. That was an emergency action that originated in the refusal of the at that time serving Secretary General to take over the production of the brochure. There is consensus that the new brochure should be produced by the Secretary General, and preferably be ready for the Kobe Congress in August 2011. The Secretary General will do what is possible.

17.  Draft Strategic Plan
Michael O’Connell presents the Draft Strategic Plan. This is the 2nd time that the EC is dealing with the Strategic Plan. Michael O’Connell was requested to “update” the manuscript. From the discussion:
The EC members are grateful for the work Michael O”Connell did on this manuscript. There is consensus that the work on the strategic plan cannot cover a certain period - it is work in progress. Therefore the time limit “2011-2015” will be eliminated.
Members have doubts whether it is the optimal way to proceed in phrasing nice goals and aims without giving a hint what is done to translate the goals and aims into reality. The Executive Committee distinguishes between the “vision” that is documented in the manuscript and the stepwise realization of such a vision. 
    

18.		Any other business

The Executive Committee decides on the Spending Plan of WSV Money

1. Group 
Grants for Participation in Postgraduate Courses and Symposiums. 
	1.1	Dubrovnik  (Weitekamp)
	1.2	Mito (Dussich)
	1.3	Johannesburg (Peacock) 
1.4 	Grants for Participants of the 14th International Symposium on Victimology

2.	The UN Liaison Committee
	The money will be spent to support the travel to the various UN sites partly.
	There are the following caps on the support paid:
		Travel within Europe		 500 Euro
		Travel from outside Europe	1000 Euro 
	Here are three sites that will have to be served:
		UN HRC   Geneve
		UN ODC   Vienna
		UN Headquarters New York

3.	Membership Committee 
	To support the activities of the Membership and Advancement Committee.

4.	Facilitate Travel of EC members to the Symposium EC meeting
	The caps under 2. Apply here too.

5.	Assistance for Clerical Work for Secretary General and for Treasurer 
Cap of 2000 Euro for each officer

This is a framework in which in the two years 2011 and 2012, the money of the World Society of Victimology will be spent. 	

Decision will be made by President and Secretary General jointly. The Treasurer has a veto right.
The President thanks all participants for a constructive meeting.
He closes the meeting of the EC at 17.20.


Mito, the 6th of June 2011.

Prof. Dr. Kirchhoff
Secretary General
World Society of Victimology  
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