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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statement
which is circulated in accordance with Economnmi ¢ and Soci al Counci
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).

[15 April 1998]

1. The participating organi zations in consultative status, along with the
Zairian Association for the Defence of Human Rights, are gravely concerned at
the continued war between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation
Tigers of Tami| Eelam (LTTE) and by the increasingly genocidal dimension of
that war, as evidence by: (a) targeting of the civilian population by the
Sri Lankan forces; (b) the epidenic proportions of disappearances, torture,
extrajudicial killings, rape, arbitrary arrest and indefinite detention of
Tam | civilians; (c) a sweeping enbargo in the north and east of subsistence
food and essential nedicine in contravention of humanitarian |law, (d) the
exi stence of nore than 850,000 di splaced persons living in appalling
conditions at risk now of starvation and deat h.

2. In his nmessage to the Tami| people on National Heroes Day in

Novenber 1997, M Vel upillai Pirabakaran, |eader of the LTTE, stated that any
political solution should take into account the follow ng four points of the
Thi mbu Conference of 1985 on which all Tani|l political parties agreed:

(a) The Tam | people are a national entity and have a distinct
| anguage, culture and cust ons;

(b) The Tam | people have historically inhabited a contiguous
territory in the north-east of Sri Lanka which is their honel and;

(c) The Tam | people have the right to decide their political destiny
based on the right to self-determ nati on of peoples;

(d) All Tam|s, including the Plantation Tam|s, should enjoy ful
rights in the island.

3. To contribute to resolution of the situation in Sri Lanka and to provide
meani ngful international support to secure the aspirations of the Tam|
peopl e, we urge the Comri ssion to adopt a resolution in which it:

(a) Calls on the Government of Sri Lanka to withdraw all its arned
forces fromthe Tanmi | honel and;

(b) Calls on both the Governnent of Sri Lanka and the LTTE to secure a
political solution that allows the Tami| people to realize its right to
self-determ nati on and that establishes full human rights for all the people
of Sri Lanka; and

(c) Appoi nts a Special Rapporteur with a nmandate to investigate the
situation and nonitor a peace process.



