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VII. THE RI GHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF- DETERM NATI ON AND | TS
APPL| CATI ON TO PEOPLES UNDER COLONI AL OR ALI EN
DOM NATI ON OR FOREI GN OCCUPATI ON
1. The Commi ssion considered agenda item 7 concurrently with item4

(see chap. IV) at its 6th to 10th neetings, from 18 to 20 March, and at

its 20th neeting, on 27 March 1998. 1/

2. For the documents issued under agenda item 7, see annex IV to the
present report. For a list of all resolutions and decisions adopted by the
Commi ssion and Chairman's statenents, by agenda item see annex V to the
present report.

3. At the 6th neeting, on 18 March 1998, the Special Rapporteur on the
question of the use of nercenaries as a nmeans of violating human rights and
i npedi ng the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determ nation

M. Enrique Bernales Ballesteros, introduced his report (E/ CN. 4/1998/31).

4, In the general debate on agenda item 7, statements 2/ were made by
the foll owi ng nenbers of the Conmmission: China (8th), Cuba (8th),

I ndonesia (8th), Madagascar (6th), Pakistan (8th), Republic of Korea (6th),
Sudan (7th), Tunisia (6th), Ukraine (6th).

5. The Conmi ssion heard statenents by the observers for: Algeria (8th),
Arnmenia (6th), Azerbaijan (8th), Egypt (6th), Iran (Islam c Republic

of) (8th), Iraq (6th), Jordan (6th), Norway (8th), Portugal (8th),

Swazil and (8th), Syrian Arab Republic (8th).

6. The Conmi ssion al so heard statements by the foll ow ng non-governnenta
organi zations: Arab Lawyers Union (9th), Asian Buddhist Conference for
Peace (9th), Centre Europe-Tiers Monde (7th), International Association of
Denocrati c Lawers (9th), International Conm ssion of Jurists (8th),

I nternational Educational Devel opnent (7th), International Federation for the
Protection of the R ghts of Ethnic, Religious, Linguistic and O her

M norities (6th), International Indian Treaty Council (9th), Internationa
League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples (9th), International Progress
Organi zation (9th), Liberation (9th), Pax Christi International (joint
statement with Transnational Radical Party)(9th), Pax Romana (9th), Society
for Threatened Peoples (6th), United Towns Agency for North-South
Cooperation (7th), World Muslim Congress (9th), World Society of Victinology
(joint statement with International Human Ri ghts Association of American

M norities)(9th).
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7. Statenents in exercise of the right of reply or its equival ent were made
by the representatives of |Indonesia (8th, 10th) and Morocco (8th) and by the
observers for Angola (8th) and Portugal (8th, 10th).

8. At its 20th neeting, on 27 March 1998, the Comm ssion took up
consideration of the draft resolutions submtted under agenda item 7.

Situation in occupied Palestine

9. The representative of Tunisia introduced draft resolution
E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ L. 4, sponsored by Al geria, Bahrain, Bangl adesh, China, Cuba,
Egypt, Indonesia, Jordan, Mauritania, Mrocco, Oran, Pakistan, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and Yenen.
Mal aysi a and South Africa subsequently joined the sponsors.
10. Statenents in connection with the draft resolution were made by the
observers for Israel and Pal estine.
11. A statenent in explanation of vote before the vote was made by the
representative of the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland (on
behal f of the European Union).
12. The representative of the United States of America requested a vote. At
the request of the representative of Tunisia, a roll-call vote was taken on
the draft resolution, which was adopted by 34 votes to 1, with 18 abstentions.
The voting was as follows:
In favour: Bangl adesh, Bel arus, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Cape Verde,
Chil e, China, Congo, Cuba, Denocratic Republic of the Congo,
Qui nea, India, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali
Mexi co, Morocco, Myzanbi que, Nepal, Pakistan, Peru
Phi |'i ppi nes, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Rwanda,
Senegal , South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tunisia, Uganda,
Venezuel a.
Agai nst : United States of Anerica.
Abst ai ni ng: Argentina, Austria, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Ecuador, El Sal vador, France, Cermany, Cuatenala, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Luxenbourg, Poland, Ukraine, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay.
13. A statenent in explanation of vote after the vote was nade the
representative of the Russian Federation
14. For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter |1, section A,
resol uti on 1998/ 4.
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Question of Western Sahara
15. The Chairman i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1998/L.6, subnmtted by

t he Chai r man.
16. The draft resolution was adopted wi thout a vote. For the text of the
resolution as adopted, see chapter Il, section A resolution 1998/5.

The use of nercenaries as a neans of violating human rights and i npeding the
exercise of the right of peoples to self-deternination

17. The representative of Cuba introduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L. 8,

sponsored by Al geria, Cuba, the Denpcratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt,

Gui nea, Mali, Swaziland and Uganda. Angol a, Caneroon, Ethiopia, Ghana, India,

Madagascar and Nigeria subsequently joined the sponsors.

18. The representative of Cuba orally revised the draft resol ution by

inserting, after operative paragraph 4, two new operative paragraphs.

19. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona

conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council, the attention of the

Commi ssion was drawn to the estinmated adm nistrative and progranme budget

implications 3/ of the draft resol ution

20. A statenent in explanation of vote before the vote was made by the

representative of the United States of Anerica

21. The representative of the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern

Ireland requested a vote. At the request of the representative of Cuba,

aroll-call vote was taken on the draft resolution, which was adopted

by 35 votes to 9, with 8 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:

In favour: Bangl adesh, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Cape Verde, Chile,
Chi na, Congo, Cuba, Denocratic Republic of the Congo,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatenala, Cuinea, India, |Indonesia,
Madagascar, Mal aysia, Mali, Mexico, Mrocco, Mzamnbi que,
Nepal , Paki stan, Peru, Philippines, Russian Federation
Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Uganda,
Uruguay, Venezuel a.
Agai nst : Austria, Canada, Denmark, Gernany, Japan, Luxenbourg,

Pol and, United Kingdom of G eat Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of Anerica.
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Abst ai ning: Argentina, Belarus, Czech Republic, France, Ireland, Italy,
Republ i c of Korea, UKraine.

22. The del egation of Tunisia |later advised the Secretariat that, had it
been present, it would have voted in favour of the draft resol ution
23. A statenment in explanation of vote after the vote was nade by the
representative of the Congo.
24. For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter [, section A,
resol uti on 1998/ 6.



