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I X FURTHER PROMOTT ON AND ENGCOURAGEMENT CF HUMAN RI GHTS AND
FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS, | NCLUDI NG THE QUESTI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE AND
METHODS OF WORK CF THE GOWM SSI O\

(a) ALTERNATI VE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND MEANS WTH N THE
UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM FOR | MPROVI NG THE EFFECTI VE ENJOYMENT
OF HUVAN R GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDQVS;

(b) NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS FOR THE PROMOTI ON AND PROTECTI ON CF
HUVAN RI GHTS;

(c) COCRDI NATI NG ROLE OF THE CENTRE FOR HUVAN R GHTS WTH N THE
UN TED NATI ONS BODI ES AND MACHI NERY DEALI NG WTH THE
PROMOTT ON AND PROTECTI ON OF HUVAN Rl GHTS;

(d) HUVAN RI GHTS, NMASS EXCDUSES AND DI SPLACED PERSONS

1. The Comm ssi on consi dered agenda item9 and sub-itens (a), (b), (c)
and (d) concurrently with item18 (see chap. XM I1) at its 34th and

35th neetings, on 2 April, at its 37th to 39th meetings, on 3 April, at its
43rd and 45th neetings, on 7 April, at its 46th neeting, on 8 April, at its
57th and 58th neetings on 11 April and at its 64th neeting, on

15 April 1997. 1/

2. For the docunments issued under agenda item9 and sub-itens (a), (b), (c)
and (d), see annex ... to the present report. For a list of resolutions and
deci si ons adopted by the Conm ssion, see annex .. to the present report.

(a) Alternative approaches and ways and neans within the
United Nations systemfor inproving the effective
enj oynent of hunman rights and fundanental freedons

3. At the 34th nmeeting, on 2 April 1997, the Special Rapporteur on violence
agai nst wonen, its causes and consequences, M. Radhi ka Coomnar aswany,

i ntroduced her report (E/ CN 4/1997/47 and Add. 1-4).

4. In the general debate on agenda item9 (a), statenents 2/ were made by
the follow ng nenbers of the Comm ssion: Bangladesh (39th), Brazil (37th),
Canada (35th), China (43rd), Egypt (43rd), H Salvador (35th),

Et hi opia (35th), Gernmany (35th), India (35th), Japan (39th), Malaysia (39th),
Nepal (35th), Netherlands (on behal f of the European Union) (35th), Pakistan
(43rd), Republic of Korea (39th), Sri Lanka (39th), Uganda (43rd),

United States of America (43rd),
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5. The Comm ssion heard statenments by the observers for: Azerbaijan
(45th), Denocratic People's Republic of Korea (37th), Iran (lslamc Republic
of) (38th), Iraq (38th), Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (37th), Malta (37th),

New Zeal and (45th), Norway (45th), Poland (43rd), Syrian Arab Republic (43rd).
6. Statenents were al so made by the observers for UV AIDS (37th) and the
United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wnen (45th).

7. The Commi ssion heard statenents by the fol |l owi ng non-gover nnent al
organi zations: Al China Wnen's Federation (39th), Andean Commi ssion of
Jurists (39th), Anti-Slavery International (46th), Institute for Wnen, Law
and Devel oprment (38th), International Abolitionist Federation (39th),
International Alliance of Wnmen (39th), International Association against
Torture (46th), International Association of Denocratic Lawyers (46th),
Internati onal Council of AIDS Service Organizations (39th), International
Counci | of Jewi sh Wnen (on behal f of International Alliance of Wnen, Zonta
International, Wrld Federation of Methodi st and Unioni st Church Wnen, VWrld
Association of Grl Quides and Grl Scouts, International Federation of

Uni versity Wnen, World Christian Life Coomunity, International Federation of
Soci al Wrkers, African Association of Education for Devel opment, Pax Chri sti
International, International Association of Denocratic Lawyers, International
Abolitioni st Federation, Coordinating Board of Jew sh O ganizations, Wrld
Uni on of Progressive Judaism Al India s Wnen's Conference, Wrld Jew sh
Congress, International Association of Jew sh Lawers and Jurists,
International Council on Jewi sh Social and Wl fare Services, Wrld Union of
Catholic Wnen' s Organi zati ons, Internati onal League for the R ghts and

Li berati on of Peoples) (38th), International Falcon Myvenent (46th),

Internati onal Federati on of Human R ghts Leagues (38th), International

Fel | owshi p of Reconciliation (46th), International Human R ghts Associ ation of
Anerican Mnorities (38th), International Hunman R ghts Law G oup (46th),
Internati onal Movenent against Al Forns of D scrimnation and Raci sm (38th),
Internati onal Winen's Health Coalition (45th), Latin American Federation of
Associ ations of Relatives of D sappeared Detai nees (39th), Liberation (39h),
Movi m ento Qubano por la Paz y | a Soberania de | os Puebl os (39th),

North South XXI (39th), Transnational Radical Party (45th), United Towns
Agency for North-South Cooperation (38th), Wnen' s International Denocratic
Federation (38th), Wnen's International League for Peace and Freedom (45th),
Wrld Alliance of Reforned Churches (38th), Wrld Federati on of Methodi st and
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Uni oni st Church Wnen (on behal f of the Wrking Goup on Wnen's Hunan Rights
of the NGO Committee on the Status of Wnen) (46th), Wrld Mislim Congress
(39th), Wrld Oganization against Torture (39th), Wrld Peace Council (45th),
Wrld Union of Progressive Judai sm (38th).

8. Statenents in exercise of the right of reply or its equival ent were made
by the representati ve of Nepal (46th) and the observers for Arnenia (45th),
Azerbaijan (45th) and the Denocratic People’s Republic of Korea (39th).

(b) National institutions for the pronotion and protection
of human rights

9. In the general debate on agenda item9 (b), statenents 2/ were made by
the foll owi ng nenbers of the Comm ssion: Argentina (43rd), Bangl adesh (39th),
Denmark (43rd), Japan (39th), Nepal (35th), Pakistan (43rd), Sri Lanka (39th).
10. The Comm ssion heard statenents by the observers for: National
Cbservatory on Hunan Rights of Algeria (35th), Australia (43rd), Federal Hunan
R ghts and Equal Qpportunities Conm ssion of Australia (38th), National

Conmi ssion on Human Rights and Freedons of Cameroon (38th), Canadi an Human

Ri ghts Conmi ssion (37th), Conm ssion nationale consultative des droits de

I hormme (France) (35th), National Human R ghts Comm ssion of India (38th),

Nati onal Hurman R ghts Conmi ssion of Indonesia (45th), Iran (Islamc Republic
of) (38th), National Institution fromthe Islamc Republic of Iran (45th),
Kenya (43rd), Mongolia (45th), Human R ghts Conm ssion of New Zeal and (38th),
Nati onal Hurman Rights Conmission of N geria (43rd), Philippines Conm ssion on
Human R ghts (45th), Romania (43rd), South African Human Ri ghts Conmmi ssion
(38th), Turkey (35th), Venezuela (43rd).

11. The Comm ssion al so heard statenments by the follow ng non-governnent al
organi zations: Andean Conm ssion of Jurists (39th), Society for Threatened
Peopl es (38th), World Mislim Congress (39th).

12. A statenent in exercise of the right of reply was nade by the
representati ve of Germany (37th).

(c) Coordinating role of the Centre for Human Rights within the
Uni ted Nations bodi es and nachinery dealing with the
pronotion and protection of hunman rights

13. In the general debate on agenda item9 (c), statenents 2/ were made
by the foll owi ng nmenbers of the Conm ssion: Bangladesh (39th), China (43rd),
India (35th), Japan (39th), Malaysia (39th), Netherlands (on behal f of the
European Union) (35th), Wkraine (35th).
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14, The Comm ssion heard statenents by the observers for Malta (37th) and
Romani a (43rd).

(d) Human rights, mass exoduses and di spl aced persons

15. At the 43rd neeting, on 7 April 1997, the representative of the
Secretary-CGeneral on internally displaced persons, M. Francis M Deng,
introduced his report (E/ CN 4/1997/43 and Add.1).

16. In the general debate on agenda item9 (d), statenents 2/ were made by
the foll ow ng nenbers of the Comm ssion: Austria (45th), Bangladesh (39th),
Nepal (35th), Sri Lanka (39th),

17. The Comm ssion heard statenents by the observers for: Arnenia (45th),
Cyprus (37th), Hungary (37th), Malta (37th), Pakistan (43rd), Peru (43rd),
Sudan (45th), Sweden (on behalf of the Nordic countries) (45th).

18. A statenment was al so made by the observer for the International
Committee of the Red Gross (37th).

19. The Comm ssion al so heard statements by the foll ow ng non-gover nnent al
organi zations: African Association of Education for Devel opment (46th),
African Commi ssion of Health and Hunan R ghts Pronmoters (45th), American
Associ ation of Jurists (39th), Arab Lawyers Union (38th), Asian CQultural Forum
on Devel opnent (45th), Caritas Internationalis (38th), Centre Europe-Tiers
Monde (38th), Franciscans International (46th), Friends Wrld Committee for
Consul tation (46th), H mal ayan Research and Qultural Foundation (39th), Human
Rights Internet (39th), Human R ghts Watch (38th), International Association
agai nst Torture (46th), International Association of Educators for Wrld Peace
(39th), International Educational Devel oprnent, Inc. (39th), International
Indian Treaty Council (45th), International Institute for Peace (39th),
International |slamc Federation of Student Organizations (46th),

International League for the R ghts and Liberation of Peoples (39th),

Internati onal Peace Bureau (39th), Latin Arerican Federation of Associations
of Relatives of D sappeared Detainees (39th), Pax Christi International

(38th), Pax Romana (38th), Wrld Christian Life Community (39th), Wrld
Federati on of Denocratic Youth (38th), Wrld MislimCongress (39th), Wrld
Peace Council (45th), Wrld Society of Victinology (46th).

20. Statenents in exercise of the right of reply or its equival ent were nmade

by the representati ve of Bhutan (35th) and the observer for Kenya (45th).
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The protection of hunan rights in the context of the hunman i mmunodefi ci ency

virus (HV) and acquired i mmune deficiency syndrome (Al DS)
21. At the 57th meeting, on 11 April 1997, the observer for Pol and
introduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L. 37, sponsored by Angol a, Argentina,

Australia, Austria, Belarus, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canmeroon, Canada, Chile,
Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Dennark, the Dom nican Republic,

El Sal vador, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, G eece, Honduras, |srael,
Italy, Kenya, Latvia, Lithuania, Madagascar, Mzanbi que, Nepal, Netherl ands,
N caragua, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Ronania, Sl ovakia, Slovenia,
South Africa, Uganda and Zi nbabwe. Cernany, Quatenala, Togo, the

United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of

Anerica and Uruguay subsequently joined the sponsors.

22. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol uti on as adopted, see chapter 11, section A resolution 1997/ 33.
Gonposition of the staff of the Centre for Human R ghts . (post poned) *

23. At the .. meeting, on .. April 1997, the representative of Cuba
introduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L.47, sponsored by Al geria,

Cape Verde, China, Colonbia, CQuba, Denocratic People’ s Republic of Korea,
Dom ni can Republic, Egypt, Equatorial Cuinea, Ethiopia, Libyan Arab
Janmhiriya, Mexico, Mzanbique, N geria, Sri Lanka, Syrian Arab Republic,

Uni ted Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam Yenen and Zaire.

United Nations Decade on Human R ghts Education

24, At the 57th meeting, on 11 April 1997, the observer for Costa Rica

i ntroduced draft decision E/ CN 4/1997/L.55, sponsored by Costa R ca, Ooatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Romania, South Africa, the United Ki ngdom of G eat

Britain and Northern Ireland and the United Republic of Tanzania. Australia,
Bangl adesh, Col onbi a, Equatorial Quinea, |srael, Madagascar, the Republic of
Korea, Sl ovakia, Wkraine and Wuguay subsequently joined the sponsors.

25. The draft decision was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
deci sion as adopted, see chapter 11, section B, decision 1997/..

Reqgi onal arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of hunman rights

26. At the 57th meeting, on 11 April 1997, the representative of Bel gi um
introduced draft resolution E/ CN 4/1997/L.59, sponsored by Argentina,

* This section of chapter I X wll be finalized when the draft resolution
has been adopt ed.
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Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium Brazil, Canada, Croatia, Cernany,

G eece, Honduras, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Lithuania, Portugal, the
Republ i c of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, the forner Yugoslav

Republ i c of Macedoni a and Togo. Bulgaria, Cape Verde, the Dom ni can Republic,
Ecuador, E Salvador, Equatorial Quinea, Estonia, France, |srael, Miudagascar,
Mal ta, the Netherlands, New Zeal and, Wkraine, the United Ki ngdom of G eat

Britain and Northern Irel and, Wuguay and Venezuel a subsequently joined the

sponsors.
27. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol uti on as adopted, see chapter 11, section A resolution 1997/ 34.

Preparation for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Hunman R ghts

28. At the 57th neeting, on 11 April 1997, the observer for Pol and
introduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L. 60, sponsored by Australia, Belarus,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, Goatia, the Czech Republic, E Salvador, Ethiopia,

Fi nl and, France, Gernany, Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Mexico, Philippines,
Pol and, the Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, Sl ovenia,
South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland and Wkraine. Argentina, Bangl adesh, Benin,
Canada, Ecuador, Equatorial Quinea, Egypt (on behalf of the African G oup),
G eece, Ireland, Japan, Madagascar, Mali, N caragua, Norway, Portugal,

Sl ovaki a, the forner Yugoslav Republic of Micedonia, Togo, U uguay and
Venezuel a subsequently joined the sponsors.

29. The representative of Poland orally revised the draft resolution by
addi ng a new operative paragraph 4, the subsequent paragraphs being renunbered
accordi ngly.

30. A statenent in connection with the draft resol ution was nmade by the
representative of the United States of America.

31. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted wi thout a vote.
For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter II, section A

resol uti on 1997/ 35.

Human rights and arbitrary deprivation of nationality

32. At the 57th meeting, on 11 April 1997, the representative of the Russian
Federati on introduced draft resolution E/ CN 4/1997/L. 62, sponsored by Mexico
and the Russian Federation. Belarus, Colonbia, N caragua, Peru and Portugal

subsequent |y j oi ned the sponsors.
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33. A statenent in connection with the draft resol ution was nmade by the
representative of Mexico.

34. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol uti on as adopted, see chapter 11, section A resolution 1997/ 36.

Human rights and thematic procedures

35. At the 57th neeting, on 11 April 1997, the representative of the Czech
Republ i c introduced draft resolution E CN 4/1997/L. 64, sponsored by Argentina,
Austria, Belgium Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, the Czech Republic, Dennark,

Dom ni can Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,
Luxenbourg, the Netherlands, New Zeal and, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, the
Republic of Korea, Romania, Sl ovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the

United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of
Anerica. Australia, Geece, Liechtenstein, the Russian Federation and U uguay
subsequently j oi ned the sponsors.

36. Statenents in explanation of vote before the vote were nmade by the
representatives of Quba and Paki st an.

37. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol uti on as adopted, see chapter 11, section A resolution 1997/ 37.

Internal |y displaced persons

38. At the 57th neeting, on 11 April 1997, the representative of Austria

introduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L. 66, sponsored by Argentina, Austria,
Bul garia, Col onbia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France,
Cermany, G eece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Mpzanbi que, the Netherlands, Norway,
Peru, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Sweden and Uruguay. Australi a,

Canada, Liechtenstein and the Russian Federation subsequently joined the

sponsors.
39. The representative of Austria orally revised the draft resol ution as
fol | ows:

(a) In the ninth preanbul ar paragraph, the words “in emergency

situations is essential” were replaced by “is essential in energency
situations where the Covernnent of the country concerned is unable to
di scharge its nornal responsibilities”;

(b) In operative paragraph 6, the words “wel cones the preparation of”

were replaced by “takes note of his preparations for”.
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40. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted wi thout a vote.
For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter II, section A

resol ution 1997/ 39.
National institutions for the pronotion and protection of hunman rights
41. At the 57th meeting, on 11 April 1997, the observer for Australia

introduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L. 67, sponsored by Australia, Austria,
Bangl adesh, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, (roatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic,
Dennmar k, Ethiopia, France, Honduras, India, Latvia, Midagascar, Mexico,

Mongol i a, New Zeal and, the Philippines, Portugal, Romania,

the Russian Federation, S ovakia, South Africa and Tunisia. Al geria,
Argentina, Colonbia, E Salvador, Equatorial Quinea, Estonia, |ndonesia,
Israel, ltaly, Norway, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, the forner Yugoslav
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a, Togo and Venezuel a subsequently joined the sponsors.
42. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functional
comm ssions of the Econom c and Social Council, the attention of the

Conmi ssion was drawn to the estimated adninistrative and programme budget
inplications 3/ of the draft resolution.

43. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol uti on as adopted, see chapter 11, section A resolution 1997/ 40.

Redi onal _arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of hunan rights in the

Asian and Pacific region
44, At the 58th nmeeting, on 11 April 1997, the observer for Jordan
introduced draft resolution E/ CN 4/1997/L. 68/ Rev. 1, sponsored by Bangl adesh,

Chi na, Indonesia, Iraqg, Jordan, Lebanon, Mongolia, Nepal, the Philippines,
the Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka and the Syrian Arab Republic.

Equatorial Quinea, the Islamc Republic of Iran and Paki stan subsequent|y

j oi ned the sponsors.

45, The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol uti on as adopted, see chapter 11, section A resolution 1997/45.

Human rights and mass exoduses (post poned) *

46. At the .. meeting, on .. April 1997, the representative of Canada
introduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L. 69, sponsored by Australia, Canada,
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary,

*This section of chapter I X wll be finalized when the draft resolution
has been adopt ed.
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Luxenbour g, Madagascar, Nepal, Norway, Pol and, the Russian Federati on, Sweden
and Switzerland. FEquatorial Quinea, Geece, the Netherlands, New Zeal and and
Norway subsequently joined the sponsors.

Devel opnent _of public information activities in the field of human rights,

including the Wrld Public Information Canpai gn for Hunan R ghts

47. At the 57th meeting, on 11 April 1997, the representative of Italy

i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L.73, sponsored by Afghani stan,
Argentina, Australia, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Coatia, Cyprus, Dennark,

t he Dom ni can Republic, France, Germany, Geece, Haiti, Hungary, Ireland,
Italy, Madagascar, the Netherlands, N caragua, Norway, Pol and, Portugal,
the Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, Slovakia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, the forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia and
Wkraine. A geria, Belarus, Benin, Ecuador, Peru, Senegal and Sl ovenia
subsequently j oi ned the sponsors.

48. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol uti on as adopted, see chapter 11, section A resolution 1997/41.

Human rights and terrorism

49. At the 57th neeting, on 11 April 1997, the observer for Turkey

introduced draft resolution E/CN 4/1997/L. 74, sponsored by Al geria, Egypt,
Paki stan, Peru, the Philippines, the Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Turkey and
Uruguay. Azerbaijan, Colonbia, India and the Russian Federation subsequently
joi ned the sponsors.

50. The representative of Turkey orally revised the draft resolution by
inserting, in operative paragraph 4, the word “strict” before the word
“conformty”, and by deleting the words “rel evant provisions of” before
“international |aw'.

51. Statenents in connection with the draft resolution were nmade by the
representatives of A geria and Paki stan.

52. Statenents in explanation of vote before the vote were made by the
representatives of Argentina, Canada, Chile, Mexico, the Netherlands (on
behal f of the European Union), the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of Anerica.

53. The representative of the United States of America requested a vote on
the draft resolution. At the request of the representative of Ireland, a
roll-call vote was taken on the draft resolution, as orally revised, which was

adopted by 28 votes to none, with 23 abstentions. The voting was as foll ows:
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In favour : Al geria, Bangl adesh, Bel arus, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil,
Cape Verde, China, Colonbia, CQuba, Egypt, Ethiopia, India,
I ndonesi a, Ireland, Japan, Malaysia, Mali, Mzanbique,
Nepal , Paki stan, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Russi an Federation, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Uganda,
Ur uguay.
Agai nst : None.
Abstaining : Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile,
Denmar k, Dom ni can Republic, Ecuador, El Sal vador, France,
Gabon, Germany, Quiinea, ltaly, Midagascar, Mexico,
Net her | ands, N caragua, Wkraine, United Ki ngdom of
QGeat Britain and Northern Ireland, United States
of Anmerica, Zi nbabwe.
54. For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter II, section A
resol uti on 1997/ 42.

Integrating the hunan rights of wonen throughout the United Nations system

55. At the 57th neeting, on 11 April 1997, the representative of Canada
introduced draft resolution E/ CN 4/1997/L.75, sponsored by Argentina,
Australia, Austria, Bangl adesh, Belarus, Benin, Bulgaria, Brazil, Caneroon,
Canada, Chile, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, the Denmbcratic People’ s
Republ i ¢ of Korea, Denmark, E Sal vador, Ethiopia, Finland, France, GCernany,
QG eece, Ireland, Liechtenstein, Luxenbourg, Madagascar, Mexico, New Zeal and,
N caragua, Norway, Papua New Qui nea, the Philippines, Portugal, the Republic
of Korea, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey
and Zanbia. The Dom nican Republic, Italy, Japan, Latvia, the Netherlands,
Peru, Senegal, the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Irel and,

the United States of America, Wuguay and Venezuel a subsequently joined the

sponsors.
56. The draft resolution was adopted without a vote. For the text of the
resol uti on as adopted, see chapter 11, section A resolution 1997/43.

The elimnation of violence agai nst wonen
57. At the 57th neeting, on 11 April 1997, the representative of Canada
introduced draft resolution E/ CN 4/1997/76, sponsored by Argentina, Austria,

Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Chile,
Cote d' lvoire, Ooatia, the Czech Republic, Cyprus, the Denocratic People’'s
Republ i ¢ of Korea, Denmark, El Sal vador, Ethiopia, Finland, France, GCernany,
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Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxenbourg,
Madagascar, the Netherlands, New Zeal and, N caragua, Norway, Papua New Qui nea,
the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, South Africa, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia and Turkey. Belgium Benin,

Cape Verde, the Dom ni can Republic, Ecuador, France, Gabon, Haiti, Israel,
Japan, Mali, Mexico, Senegal, Togo, the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and
Northern Ireland, the United States of America, Wuguay, Venezuela and

Zi nbabwe subsequently joi ned the sponsors.

58. The draft resolution was orally revised by the representative of Canada
as foll ows:
(a) In operative paragraph 9 (b), the word “information” was inserted

before “pertaining’;

(b) In operative paragraph 9 (h), the word “ensured’” was repl aced by
the word “assured”.
59. Statenents in connection with the draft resolution were nade by the
representatives of Brazil, Canada, CQuba, |India and Mexi co.
60. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functional
comm ssions of the Econom c and Social Council, the attention of the
Conmm ssion was drawn to the estinated adm nistrative and programre budget
inplications 3/ of the draft resolution.
61. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted wi thout a vote.
For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter II, section A
resol uti on 1997/ 44.
62. At the 64th meeting, on 15 April 1997, at the proposal of the
representative of Pakistan, the Conm ssion decided to defer consideration of
the draft resolution L.86, entitled “Rationalization of the work of the
speci al procedures systeni, and draft resolution L.87, entitled “Review of the
speci al procedures systenf to the fifty-fourth session of the Comm ssion on
Human R ghts. The draft resolutions read as foll ows:

“Rationalization of the work of the special procedures system

The Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts

Quided by the purposes and principles and other relevant articles
of the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of

Human R ghts and the International Covenants of Hunman R ghts,
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Recalling that the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
states that all human rights are universal, indivisible and
i nt erdependent and interrel ated,

Also recalling that the Vienna Declaration and Progranmme of Action

underlines the inportance of preserving and strengthening the system of
speci al procedures, rapporteurs, representatives, experts and working
groups of the Commi ssion on Human R ghts and the Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,

Wl coming the fact that the special procedures have hel d periodic
neetings with the aimof exchangi ng views, harnonizing and rationalizing
their work,

Enphasi zing the principles of neutrality, non-selectivity and
objectivity in the work of the special rapporteurs, representatives and
wor ki ng groups of the Comm ssion on Human Rights and the Sub- Conmi ssi on
on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and their
sensitivity to national and regional diversities and various historical,
cultural, religious and | egal backgrounds,

Noting the work done through the special procedures systemand its
contribution to the pronoti on and protection of human rights

Noting also the role assigned to the special procedures in the
field of human rights and the need for followup to their concl usions

and recomendat i ons,

Noting further the inportance of all States’ full cooperation with
t he speci al procedures,

1. Decides that the special rapporteurs, representatives and
wor ki ng groups of the Comm ssion on Human Rights and the Sub- Conmi ssi on
on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, while
carrying out their specific mandates, shall

(i) Continue to work independently, with the greatest anount of

di scretion and in an objective and inpartial fashion;

(i) Continue to bear in mnd that they derive their authority
fromthe Conm ssion on Human Rights and the Econonic and
Soci al Counci | ;

(iii) Continue to ensure that the informati on on which they base

their deliberations and reports is credible and reliable;
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(iv) Seek a genui ne and direct dial ogue and cooperation with the
concer ned Gover nnent;

(v) During their visits, observe the human rights situation and
assi st the host Covernment in probl emareas, the purpose of
such visits being to gain first-hand i nformati on on
situations and to discuss with all concerned, including
CGover nnents and non-gover nment al organi zati ons and al |
sectors of society, howto ensure respect for human rights,
and make recommendati ons thereon

(vi) Conti nue to undertake such visits at the invitation of the
host Covernrent ;

(vii) Continue to ensure in an objective and inpartial fashion
that urgent appeals are made for humanitarian reasons on
the basis of the gravity of the situation, wherever such a
situation occurs;
(viii) Refrain fromgiving nedia publicity to their findings unti
t hese have been consi dered and del i berated upon by the
Conmi ssi on;

(ix) Conti nue to harnoni ze and rationalize their work through
periodic nmeetings to coordinate their activities for the
promoti on and protection of human rights;

(x) QO gani ze the programe of visits of thematic procedures on
the basis of conparative need for such visits and the
rel ative urgency thereof, based on the gravity of the human
rights situation

2. Requests the H gh Comm ssioner for Hunan Rights to

designate a focal point within the Centre for Human Rights to serve as a
clearing house to rationalize the work of the special procedures system
and to ensure that countries are not burdened w th comunications that
deal with the same issue or incident;

3. Requests the Chairman of the Conm ssion, when appointing

special rapporteurs, to continue to consult closely with regi onal groups
and ensure that the appointee is of recognized standing in the field of

human rights, has an overall know edge of political, social and | ega
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systens, is sensitive to different cultural, religious and ethnic
particularities, and will accordingly inplenent his nmandate
i ndependently, inpartially and objectively;

4. Invites States to consider favourably requests by mandate
hol ders to visit their country, to facilitate their neetings with
persons and organi zations that are relevant to the fulfilnent of their
mandat es; to seek to undertake a genui ne di al ogue with the mandate
hol der; and to follow up on the recomrendati ons of the nmandate hol der;

5. Decides to continue to seek ways and nmeans to rationalize
the functioning of the special procedures systemand to review the
i npl enentation of the present resolution at its fifty-fourth session.”

“Revi ew of the special procedures system

The Commi ssion on Hunan R ghts

Quided by the purposes and principles and the relevant articles of
the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenants on Human Rights,

Reiterating the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action which
states that all human rights are universal, indivisible and
i nterdependent and interrelated, and that the international conmmunity
nust treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the sane
footing and with the sanme enphasi s,

Noting that the Conmittee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights
has highlighted the inbal ance in the special rapporteur system by
referring to the fact that although there are a | arge nunber of thematic
and rel ated nechani sns dealing with different aspects of civil and
political rights, there is none dealing solely with the economc, social
and cultural rights recognized in the International Covenant on G vil
and Political Rghts and in the International Covenant on Econonmi c,
Social and CQultural Rights, despite the recogni zed interdependence,
indivisibility and interrelati onship of the two sets of rights;

1. Deci des to undertake a conprehensive review of the thenatic
and rel ated mechani sns and the special rapporteur systemat its

fifty-fourth session;

2. Al so decides to set up an open-ended worki ng group and

requests the Secretary-CGeneral to submt a conprehensive report to the
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i nter-sessional working group containing specific proposals for
rationalization;

3. Further decides to include inits agenda for the

fifty-fourth session an itementitled 'Review of the special procedures
systen;

4. Recommends the follow ng draft decision to the Econom c and
Soci al Council for adoption:

' The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council, taking note of Conmi ssion

on Human Rights resolution 1997/... of ... 1997, approves the

Conmmi ssion’ s decision to set up an inter-sessional open-ended

wor ki ng group of the Conmi ssion on the review of the special

procedures systemfor a period of one year.



